
Lisa Neumaier’s Talking Points: 2016 Financial Aid Night 

• Continue to search Naviance for scholarship opportunities. Click on the 
colleges tab and then scroll down to find the section entitled 
scholarships & money.  Click on scholarship list in order to see the full list 
of active scholarships. 

• Here is a screen shot from Naviance that shows how students can 
browse by category from the scholarship list.  

 

• There’s also a tool where you can click a box so it only shows 
scholarships that have been added or updated since your last visit. This 
tool can be particularly helpful if you look at the scholarship list 
regularly.   



• Several scholarships exist for Drake students only, including Drake 
Scholarship Foundation, Brenda Soldavini Memorial Scholarship, Dian 
Fossey Memorial Scholarship, Martha Weston Memorial Scholarship, 
Ross Valley Firefighters Scholarship, and the San Geronimo Valley Lions 
Club.  Some of these are based on where you live, what you want to 
pursue as a career, your academic/extra-curricular involvements, etc. 

• There are over 30 local scholarships that will eventually be active on 
Naviance, as well as over a 100 national scholarships so check often.  

• In the spring, I’ll make classroom visits to each senior English class to 
remind you of some local scholarship opportunities and will send home 
a newsletter highlighting local scholarships next semester. 

• At last year’s Senior Celebration event, a total of $128,200 was awarded 
to 36 students for 22 different scholarships. 

• Scholarship research can take a lot of time and effort so a team 
approach is best. Although the student needs to be the one completing 
the scholarship application, parents/guardians can help do some of the 
leg-work of researching scholarships, looking up deadlines and other 
requirements to help their son/daughter stay organized. 

• Remember to look on the website for each college on your list in order 
to see what scholarships they offer. Some may require a separate 
application that has an earlier deadline than the admission deadline. 

• Chapman University example: a family didn’t complete the FAFSA 
initially as they thought they wouldn’t be eligible for aid but after being 
convinced to do so, Chapman offered $20K in institutional aid which 
then allowed the student to enroll as it was now affordable. 

• If you think you’ll want to take out student loans, the best type are 
offered through the federal government so that’s another reason why 
everyone should complete the FAFSA. 

• Once you have your acceptances and have received your financial aid 
award letters, consider using a spreadsheet to keep track of the 
different costs and awards. http://www.tamdistrict.org/Page/7921 

• Other financial aid workshops will occur in the local area and will be 
announced as that information is received.  

http://www.tamdistrict.org/Page/7921

